           A lot of Choices for Trapping a Great Furbearer

     .  

     The simplest sets for rats have involved the use of the #1 longspring, and the 110 conibear.  The sets using these traps have proved to be very effective and have put a lot of fur on the stretchers over the years but in the last couple of seasons I have trapped some new areas which are accessed by a canoe, even though the muskrat sign was there, long stretches of high mud banks on both sides made set making a little difficult.  I put a few sets where I did find a den or two (always make sure this is legal in your state) but, it did not connect with the numbers I knew were there.

     What I tried was what I had been using for years trapping beavers, floats.  Now with beaver the set up with floats is a little different but the concept is the same.  I was little skeptical at first but as the saying goes “the proof is in the pudding.”  I also came to find out there is no shortage of floats to try either.  Some are for deep water, some for shallow but all will work given the right circumstances.  The floats use the natural tendency of a muskrat to climb up and out of the water on anything available.

     The ones I use were all simple to make and at the same time very inexpensive. The first is simply a floating log set.  I took two fence posts or logs about the same diameter around three feet long and nailed them together side by side with a few pieces of scrap lumber on the bottom.  Then I notched out two places six to twelve inches in from each end with a chainsaw or an axe large enough for a 1 ½ coil spring trap.  In the center I attach a nail or two to impale the bait.  The set is not limited to only two traps either and more can be added if you want.  If it works correctly the rat steps into the trap and dives back into the water where the weight of the trap quickly drowns it.  Any kind of bait you would normally use will work; apple, potato, carrots, toothpaste, as well as any sweet smelling lure.  I really like Hawbaker’s muskrat lures.  I have had good luck with them over the years in all my rat trapping regardless of what kind of set I am using.  I use this log set in deeper slower moving water, and along the steep mud banks where other floats would not offer the multiple trap set ups in these hard to reach places. By having them in deeper water with a long wire attached to the chain the rat is quickly out of sight and will not deter other rats from climbing up and making multiple catches possible.  These log floats are also very durable.  Whether throwing them in the back of the truck or leaving them out for weeks at a time before freeze up these stout log floats will stand up to the abuse.  If you are trapping an area for an extended time this is a tough float that will last.  
     The next float is a lot smaller and is simply an “A” shaped frame with a cross member on the front to hold the trap and a cross member in the back to hold the bait or lure.  The ones I use were made from scrap 2x4’s that were discarded after some framing work.  With this float I use some grass or whatever is available to camouflage it to a certain extent.  I use it in shallower water, where there is still enough to drown the rat but not as with the floating log set.  I usually use this one on smaller creeks, not because I have too, it is just my preference.  Of all the floats this one is the cheapest to make and the easiest to carry around on the line.  It doesn’t do to well in fast moving water because of its light weight but with a few sticks placed strategically it will do its job.  Muskrats are not the best of swimmers and I have never caught many rats in quick moving water but every now and then the sign will dictate the need to set in faster moving creeks and this type of float can fill the bill.
     The next set is not actually a float but a platform or a stand.  I mention it here because I use it in similar locations as the floating log set. The only difference is the bottom needs to be soft and shallow.  It is simply a stake with a six by twelve inch piece of wood attached horizontally to the stake with a gusset added underneath for support.  I put a long screw through the stake about four or fives inches above the platform to attach bait to.  Then a trap is set on either of the bait and wired to the stake.  The platform is pushed down into the mud on the bottom so the traps are under only a few inches of water.  Again the weight of the trap is enough to quickly drown the rat.  If there is a possibility of a coon getting into it I will run a wire to a stake on the bank or a slide wire out into deeper water so I know it will be there on the next trap check.  One word of advice is when high water is coming or even a normal occurrence be sure to use more than one anchor on the bank or even better wire it (or use old snare cable) to a tree to give an even better anchor point. I really like these platforms when running a canoe line but, can also be set wherever there is deep enough water and a soft enough creek or pond bottom.  Everything can be done quick and easy along the steep mud banks.  The traps are wired to the platform before hand and slide wires are attached and ready to go. With two traps it is always possible for a double and with rat trapping in a good location these platforms will quickly “pay” for themselves.  All and all this is my favorite set up and can produce a lot of rats in a short time. Its lighter weight makes it easier to carry than the log float and the two traps gives you double the chance of the “A” frame. 
     As with any type of set it has its drawbacks   First off is portability.  The big float is not one you want to pack very far.  A four wheeler helps but they are still hard to handle.  The other float and the platform are much smaller and a lot less bulky but still you are limited to what you can carry.  The advantage again for me was loading them into a canoe and setting them out as needed. When I walk the smaller creeks I trap it is always an advantage to have at least one of the floats available.  They are simple to set up and use even if they are bulky. .  
     There are a number of other floats out there from the grandiose to the simple but, I have used only the ones I have mentioned.  From the articles I have read and the pictures I have seen they all catch muskrats and that is the name of the game.  By using these floats or others you have seen you will most likely add a few pelts to your stretchers and some enjoyment to your line too.  When packing these floats around whether by walking or floating on a river bring a young one or two with you.  It is really nice to have the extra help and the quick catches that accompany muskrat trapping will keep it exciting for them and might get them started trapping too.  In this day and age of everything electronic and what you want as close as a cell phone the simple and fast paced excitement of muskrat trapping may be just what the “doctor ordered” to get a young one interested in our great sport and add to that the price a rat pelt is bringing you have a win win proposition. 
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