                                              Big Baits for Coyotes

 .

     While walking across the fields, through the briars, and into patches of woods I was hunting in I was amazed at the amount of coyote sign.  It was literally everywhere.  Now earlier in the day we did see a running coyote but it was a good distance away and the way it was running after it saw us we knew it was heading for parts unknown.  We also knew that one coyote did not make all those tracks.  With deer season winding down we could now concentrate on trapping th coyotes which were roaming over these hills..

     Now with more time to devote to setting traps we had to come up with a plan.  With long work days and darkness at such an early hour our time was limited.  As I walked the hills around the farm one day I saw cow and deer bones here and there.  When we butcher in the fall the remains of the animals are dumped in basically the same locations each year.  Depending on the amount we butcher these locations can contain a lot of “bait”   As I scouted around it became very evident every animal in the area visited these locations.  The larger the animal the more they would try to carry off.  Following several sets of tracks showed where several coyotes had been carrying off what ever they could.  That is one great thing about scouting in snow.  The story can be read with greater ease and in turn give you better idea of their habits.  As we scouted around it became very clear this is where we needed to set our traps.  We didn’t want to set any traps to close do to all the non target animals feeding there also.  So, we moved our traps back to where we had seen tracks coming and going. 

     What we tried was a little different from what we normally did.  Knowing that the most important attractor is always food at this time of year and at these locations there was food aplenty we would hopefully bring them in another way.  What we tried was basically two different sets.  One was the traditional dirthole lured with a skunky type long distance call lure.  The second was a urine post set.  Now lure in my opinion is something to use sparingly.  I would much rather use bait in conjunction with lure but this was a different type of setup with the large “bait stations” close by.  Now these sets were made right off the trail and any animal coming by would hopefully investigate the set.

     What I was thinking was at least half the time the coyotes would be traveling by these sets hungry and the other half with full bellies on their way back out to wherever coyotes and fox go when their bellies are full. So to draw them in I went with what lures have worked for us in the past.  I mentioned earlier that I use lure sparingly but that is when using it with bait.  With these sets especially the urine post I put down a good bit more.    I try to make these sets in high grass, against briers, or around rocky areas where the animal is forced to work the set from the front.  At these urine post sets we always use fox urine for the simple reason a fox will come to fox urine but not to coyote urine.  With coyotes they seem to be just as interested in both.  The trap is bedded from 4” to 6” back from the post and offset to either side.  If you have a good fox population in your area I would opt for putting the trap closer to the 4” spacing.  If it is mainly coyotes then I would go with at least a 6” spacing.  I have read where trappers have used different spacing so do what works best for you.  These numbers have come from trial and error on our part.  We have learned from our (many) mistakes and have come up with what works best for us.

     The dirt holes were made in several ways.  The first was a trap bed that was dug big enough for the trap and bedded firmly in dry dirt and as with all sets in winter we used antifreeze.  In our case we use sodium chloride and mix in several layers of it with the dirt.  This works great when it warms during the day and gets cold again at night.  If it is a strong cold both day and night we will usually blend the set in with snow.  The second dirthole is made with a much bigger trap bed.  The trap is still bedded firmly with dry dirt and antifreeze but it is not blended with any snow.  This big disturbed area  is an attractor by itself so we leave it uncovered until another snow comes and nature blends it in for us.

One thing we have noticed is a few sets of bobcat tracks while we were scouting around the area.  We have yet to catch a bobcat but I believe these sets will take them as readily as with the canines.  The rockiest places in our area seem to be the best cat producers so keep an eye out for them as you put in your sets.
     These sets ended up working pretty well and a few coyotes were taken but no fox.  The area has seen a big influx of coyotes and fox have become few and far between.  By trapping in the snow we could tell all the sets were shown interest.  So left out over a longer period of time they would most likely do well..  There were also a few coons taken and of course the opossums had to step in and do their part.  But for the most part when it was a strong cold those animals stayed holed up and the coyotes were the only things moving.  As you have probably figured out these could have been made into blind trail sets or even better with snares.  The blind sets we didn’t like because of the amount of deer traveling these same paths.  And the snares well, that is another story in itself.  Although they work a lot better through all kinds of weather we wanted to use foot traps for this line.  The traps we did use were of two different sizes.  The first was a  #1.75 coil spring and the second was a #3 coil spring.  All the traps had a double stake swivel attached and to few we added shock springs to see if they worked as advertised.  For stakes we use 16” to 18” rebar stakes and a mesh pan cover.  Everything had been dyed with the traps back in the summer.  
     So as you trap different areas keep in mind any large food sources and to check your local game laws to see what is legal and what is not.  If you do not have any “large bait stations”  you can always make your own.  If your area is anything like ours there are large numbers  of road killed deer and by placing a few of these in the right places you can really draw the animals in.  Because when you come right down to it food is the most important things to these predators during the cold weather and if you provide it they will come.  Good luck on your line and remember to bring a kid or two with you.  They are the future of our sport.  So, teach them and get the trapping fever started early!
PAGE  
6

