Patrick Donnelly


                                                           CORN FIELD FOX
      The huge corn field around me looked the same in all directions, but on a closer 

inspection there were some subtle locations that would attract the red fox roaming these 

fields.  It was the middle of winter and the red fox would be fully prime.  The perfect 

time to be laying out our line. 

     This area we were trapping was the exception to the rule when it came to the trapping 

we were used to.  There were no coyotes in the area, at least we saw no sign and from 

the amount of fox tracks we found this only proved our theory.  This simplified the 

equipment needed.  The traps in our buckets consisted of 1.5 Montgomerys and Victors,  

This allowed us to pack around a few more traps and stakes.  The other equipment we 

had were the standard for any fox trapper.  Dry dirt, antifreeze, sifter, pan covers, 
hammer, trowel, gloves, lure, and bait.  We also had a bucket of snares and support wires.

     The first thing we looked for were any slight changes in elevation.  Something as
simple as where a combine turned around in a field and left a small mound of dirt  

were very good locations.  At these spots we would choose between two different

sets.  The first was a simple urine post.  Here we would bed our trap in a depression 

chopped out of the frozen ground just big enough for the trap.  Then we would add the 

dry dirt and antifreeze and bed the trap firmly.  A pan cover was added and then the trap 
was covered with the dry dirt and some more antifreeze(calcium chloride).  A small stone

or corn stubble was used as a backing and this was given a shot of red fox urine.  The 

next set we used was a simple dirt hole,  On this one we would chop out a slightly

larger trap bed and follow the same bedding procedures as with the urine post except 

here we would make a small hole with a trap stake.  To this hole we added bait.  At

this time I should mention just about any meat bait will work, especially at this time of year.  We used a store bought bait of chopped up mice but in the past I have used beaver, muskrat, deer, beef, fish, even some old beaver castor.  The point I am trying to make is that I believe bait makes the animal work the set longer and in turn increases the chance of a catch.  Please don’t get me wrong.  I am a strong believer in the use of lure but personally we have had better luck with bait.  These dirt holes were not blended in with the surrounding snow.  The contrast of the dark color of the dirt and the surrounding white was an attractor by itself.  One addition to these sets which is worth trying is done after a catch is made. The sets were remade after a catch was made but in addition to a clean trap in the bed we would also add another well concealed trap just outside of the catch circle.  These catch circles would attract other fox because the area had a very”foxy” smell to it and area was still disturbed from the recent catch.  The animal would be caught as it circled and gave all its attention to the set where the catch was just made.  This set up also works well if you have animals visiting your sets but just will not make the commitment to step on the pan.  Coyotes fall for this as well as fox.      

       Where two fields joined was another great location.  These transition areas were as 

narrow as a small creek  or as big as a fifty acre wood lot.  In these locations we stuck to 

the out side areas and focused on the places where the animals were cutting across what 

ever was dividing the fields.  In these areas we tried two different set ups also.  The 

first was a buckwheat hull set.  This set is extremely easy to make but, on the down side 

it is one more thing you have carry with you.  What we did was transfer our traps, stakes,

and pan covers to the feed sack of  buckwheat hulls to make it a little easier for carrying

to each set location.  With the buckwheat hull set we construct we always use two traps.

Since this is for fox we would stake the traps together using a double stake swivel, 

eliminating the need for double staking each trap.  A bed was again chopped out of the 

frozen ground and the traps were bedded side by side, with dry dirt and antifreeze.  With

about four inches separating them.  This was all covered with buckwheat hulls.  One note

to remember when using hulls is that in windy locations you may have to sprinkle some 

dry dirt on top to keep the hulls from blowing away  In the space between the traps add 

the bait.  In our case we used cracklings (in some states this may be considered exposed 

bait if so, cover with a light layer of hulls.)  Just on the outside of the trap bed we would 
add a shot lure.  The two which have always worked well for us is a skunky type long

distance call lure or a fox gland lure.  The placing of the lure is usually at the top of the
set but I have had luck with it on the sides or in a pinch right in the center in place of the 

bait.  This set is designed to catch an animal working toward the bait from either 

direction not as a set to catch a double.
      The last method we used were snares.  These were set up in areas with no 

entanglement along trails showing the most fox tracks.  The snares we used

were sixty inches long equipped with a breakaway and a double stake swivel as
well as a deer stop.  The snares were supported by #9 wire driven into the ground (or

at least we tried to drive them into the frozen ground).  In areas with deer traffic we 

would support a small piece of brush over the top of the snare to entice the deer to jump 

over and not knock the snare down.  These snares can be incredibly effective and their

light weight can allow you to pack in a number of them at one time.  The only drawback

was the fact these snares had to be staked down because if they were attached to a drag

the animal would become entangled and that was one of the state rules for snares, no  

entanglement of the snared animal.  Since we were targeting fox only we sized the loop 

to approximately seven inches and also about seven inches off the ground.  The size of 

loop and the distance off the ground was determined through trial and error.  When

there is snow on the ground it is a lot easier to “read” the ground after a miss.  This was

also very true of our foot trap sets too.  So by doing some adjusting of our snare 

dimensions we were able to come up with a size that worked for us.  Keep in mind

if there are any coyotes or bobcats around these small loop sizes will most likely

result in a miss and an educated animal.  This is a lesson I learned the hard way

when trapping other areas.    

     These sets over time have proven very effective.  Especially the snares because they 

keep working during conditions that shut down foot traps.  Even so midwinter trapping

is the luck of the draw when it comes to weather.  This line we mentioned above started 

out clear and cold but about four days in we had snow, ice and rain,  Then it turned cold 

again freezing everything to the point where you could walk on the trap beds and the 

traps would not go off even with all the antifreeze we used  So by having a few snares
working we had a few sets to check each morning.  One word of advice when trapping in

the conditions mentioned above.  Bring along plenty of remake materials.  After the ice 

and rain moved through we had to remake sets, extra dry dirt and buckwheat hull came in 

very handy.

     As with most trapping whether it be a long line or a short backyard one.  There is 

never enough time so by keeping it simple a lot more sets can be put out during the short 

days of trapping season.  The sets mentioned above can be very effective and hopefully

they can add to your take as well as your enjoyment on the line.  One final note as you 

have probably noticed I used the word “we” a lot in this story.  That is because not only did I trap with my good friends Karl and Tony but it is the first time one my daughters has accompanied me trapping away from home.  It made it very special so if the opportunity presents itself take a young one with you.  It will make the trapping that much more special and you might even learn a thing or two   I know I did. 
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